
State Representative and Senators 

(Laurie Dolan) 

1. If you are an incumbent, what legislation did you sponsor that you regard as 
a significant accomplishment?  

HB 1216 – Concerning nonfirearm measures to increase school safety and student well-being 
HB 1085 -  PEBB retiree premiums (turned into a budget proviso instead of a bill) 
HB 1299 -  Assistant AG Bargaining (The Senate companion passed)  
HB 1481 -  Election costs & postage (Finally passed during the next session).  
HB 1521 – Government Contracting (This was WFSE’s most important bill). 
HB 1552 – Health Carrier Credentialing (The Governor highlighted this new law in a COVID 
briefing) 
HB 1696 - Wage and salary information 
HB 1924/HB 2292 - Voting rights/felony offense (These bills, unfortunately, have not passed yet) 
HB 2020 – Employment Investigations  
HB 2220 - Volunteering in schools after a criminal conviction. (Not passed yet) 
HB 1896 – Civics Education 
HB 2323 – TRS I and PERS I COLA (This bill did not pass in 2017-2018, but the bill this past 
year did pass.  It often takes any years to pass a bill). 
HB 1521 - Removing the requirement that an employee must work at least six months before 
taking vacation leave. 
HB 2297 - Extending the period for voter registration (Same day voter registration)  This was the 
companion bill to SB 6021.  
 

2. What legislation should be enacted to combat climate change? 
My seat mate, Rep Beth Doglio, has successfully passed many bills to combat 
climate change (energy efficiency, commercial property/clean energy, firefighting 
foam).  She has also worked hard to help pass HB 1112 (hydrofluorocarbon 
emissions). 

3. In your opinion, is Washington's Apple Health working well? Are any 
changes needed?   
Because Washington has been so progressive in getting Apple Care and 
Medicaid Match programs in place, more of our citizens are covered during the 
current pandemic.  This year we passed Cascade Care, our own public option 
for those who don’t yet have affordable insurance.  We are way ahead of most 
other states. 
4. Do you believe that Washington should be a sanctuary state for 
undocumented immigrants?   Yes 
5. Do you believe that women have a right to control their personal healthcare 
needs including contraception and abortion?   Yes 
6. Do you believe that laws should be passed to regulate sales or ownership of 
firearms?   Yes 

 

 



7. How would you support the growth of small businesses in rural areas of the 
state?   
I would first incentivize manufacturing companies to open plants in rural 
Washington and train a new workforce.  Once the economy is more 
sustainable, and more family wage jobs exist, small businesses can open and 
do well. 
8. What do you believe needs to be done to improve public education in 
Washington?   

Washington Public Education, compared to many other states, is very good.  We 
need additional funding for special education, technology, and connectivity.  The 
COVID crisis has pointed out that Washington needs broadband in every corner of 
the state to be prepared for on-line education, healthcare, finances and working 
from home.  As we did with the postal service during the pony express era, and 
railroads a few years later, it is time to bring WiFi to every dead spot in the state.  

9. Do you support public funding of private schools?  No 
10. What programs do you support to help the homeless?   

Homeless citizens are all unique individuals with their own life journey, yet there 
are some definite common needs.  Each of us needs a roof over our heads, a 
place to sleep, and food in our tummies.  Many homeless people have drug, 
alcohol and mental health problems that keep them from helping themselves.  I 
worked at SideWalk as an intake advocate for a year.  I was surprised by how 
many homeless people could turn their lives around with a simple check to get 
them into an apartment.  When you have a place to sleep, a shower and some 
food, you can then go to the Employment Security Office and apply for a job.  
Other people need many more wrap around services, and some people will never 
be able to function independently.  We need an array of services and programs to 
meet the different unique needs of the homeless population. 

11. Washington has one of the most regressive state and local tax systems in 
the country. How should this be addressed? What is your opinion on a state 
capital gains and/or a state income tax?   

I would love to put a capital gains tax on the ballot, and with the financial disaster 
that we are now facing, it may be possible to accomplish this.  A state income tax 
would require a constitutional change, which would be a much higher bar.  In the 
meantime, with our democratic majority, we have turned many flat taxes, like the 
real estate excise tax (REET), into progressive taxes.  Before the COVID 
pandemic, revenue in Washington State was pretty healthy because of the tax 
changes we have implemented. 

12. What is your position on replacing all or part of the gas tax with a road 
usage tax?   

I am anxious to see the final results of the study that is currently underway.  
Obviously, we want citizens to drive electric cars.  Electric cars use roads as much 
as gas cars, so we need a new way to pay for those roads. 
 

 



The candidate assumes full responsibility for all answers to this questionnaire. Your 
responses to this questionnaire should be considered public knowledge as we cannot 
assure confidentiality when making the questionnaire available to our membership. 


