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State Representative and Senators 

1. If you are an incumbent, what legislation did you sponsor that you regard as a 
significant accomplishment?  
In my first term, I co-chaired and led the Home Fund campaign, a historical affordable housing measure 
in the South Puget Sound region that will provide permanent supportive housing for chronically 
houseless individuals. Based on a housing first model it is low barrier, providing housing with supportive 
services. The Home Fund passed in February of 2018, generates $2.3 million annually and we begin 
construction on our first project in 2020. 
 
2. What legislation should be enacted to combat climate change? 
We must reduce our carbon emissions to respond to climate change, and this will require state 
investment in long-term clean energy solutions, job training for workers in fossil fuel industry jobs, and 
land use policy changes. As a councilmember I supported the city becoming more energy-efficient by 
purchasing green power, investing in electric vehicle fleets, using solar energy, building alternative 
transportation systems, increasing housing density, adopting ambitious climate reduction goals, creating 
a climate action plan, and adopting a sea level rise response plan. 

I’ll push the state to lead on climate policy. With transportation responsible for nearly half of our climate 
and air pollution in Washington, we need the legislature to pass the Clean Fuel Standard to provide 
clean fuel choices for Washingtonians. We must put a price on the emissions of climate-changing 
greenhouse gases while investing in clean, efficient, renewable energy and innovate by embracing 
teleworking policies. I will also work to ensure our State upholds its responsibility of HB 2311 to reach 
net zero carbon emissions. 
 
A 2020 report on housing underproduction in Washington State by Up for Growth revealed that 
Washington is immensely short of housing statewide by 225,000 units. We must create more housing 
located in high opportunity areas. Ample housing statewide will enable workers to pay less of their 
income on housing costs and allow Washington business and government sectors to recruit workers that 
want to live in the cities in which they work. Due to the high cost of housing many minimum wage 
workers are forced to live far from their jobs. This results in high transportation costs and time away 
from their families. The need for housing coincides with the need to create energy efficient homes and 
provides good paying jobs. Building material should be manufactured in Washington in accordance with 
strong environmental standards.  

 

3. In your opinion, is Washington's Apple Health working well? Are any changes 
needed? 
I work as a health policy analyst for Washington’s community health centers, which serve as a vital 
function of our State’s healthcare safety net. Community health centers serve the largest portion of 
Medicaid patients in the State. I see the inefficient healthcare system and its impact on patients and 
providers who struggle to provide care while navigating a complex and burdensome healthcare system.  
 
Despite the passage of the Affordable Care Act, families in Thurston County are still struggling with 
increasing healthcare costs. As an advocate for our state’s network of community clinics, I’ve seen	
firsthand the difference that access to healthcare makes. In the Legislature, I’ll work to make healthcare 
coverage truly universal and truly affordable. By tackling rising premiums and drug costs, we can make 
sure that everyone has the opportunity to live a healthy and productive life. 
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Healthcare is a human right and I proudly stand with workers, consumers, and purchasers over 
hospitals, insurers, pharmaceutical companies and middlemen in reducing costs. I support mandatory 
staffing standards and oversight that ensures patient care is accountable and safe. 

 
4. Do you believe that Washington should be a sanctuary state for undocumented 
immigrants? 

I do. I stand with our immigrant neighbors and honor the value they bring to our communities and 
economy. In November 2016, in coordination with local immigrant rights advocates I drafted Olympia’s 
Sanctuary City Resolution. The resolution passed one month later in December 2016 and guarantees all 
Olympians are safe and welcome regardless of immigration status. I led the effort for Olympia to sign-on 
to a letter of support for Keep Washington Working and have continued working with our local 
Strengthening Sanctuary Alliance which works to assist other communities looking to create sanctuary 
policies.  
I was proud to sign-on to Keep Washington Working which prohibits local law enforcement from routinely 
questioning individuals about immigration status, notifying ICE that a noncitizen is in custody, and 
detaining someone for civil immigration enforcement. I support and believe it is imperative the state 
creates legislation to draw clear lines of separation between immigration enforcement and local and state 
law enforcement.  

 

5. Do you believe that women have a right to control their personal healthcare 
needs including contraception and abortion? 
Absolutely. I am adamantly pro-choice and will fight any efforts to take away the 
rights of women to control their personal healthcare. 
6. Do you believe that laws should be passed to regulate sales or ownership of 
firearms? 
Yes, I support responsible gun ownership regulations. 
7. How would you support the growth of small businesses in rural areas of the 
state? 
We should increase our investment in apprenticeships statewide. We need a large, professionalized, and 
skilled construction workforce, and no other training or education model has the same potential to build 
that workforce. I support developing tax incentives, grants and procurement in the manufacturing and 
maintenance sectors to grow apprenticeship utilization across the state. 
 
We should retrofit the mission and programs of the state community and technical colleges. Historically, 
their role as a lower-cost pipeline to traditional four-year colleges and universities have been 
overemphasized, and their role as a direct route to high-paying careers and trade apprenticeships have 
been underemphasized. Technological change requires additional training for the next generation of the 
manufacturing workforce, but we should keep that training low-cost, practical, and responsive to the 
opportunities that are going to arise in the next decades. Our CTCs should reflect that. 
 
Washington should continue to support the manufacturing sector through targeted investments in clean 
energy and biotechnology. These industries already have a foothold in our state, and ultimately their 
success depends on the ability to produce and deliver new consumer products to the national and 
international market.  
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8. What do you believe needs to be done to improve public education in 
Washington? 

The public education I received provided the educational foundation which enabled me to be the 
first in my family to graduate from college. This is why I support fully funding K-12 basic 
education including professional, competitive compensation and benefits for educators, as well 
as additional mental health staff (school counselors, nurses, psychologists, social workers, etc.) 
necessary to meet the needs of our students. 

 
9. Do you support public funding of private schools? 
 No. 
10. What programs do you support to help the homeless?  
Housing and rent prices continue to rise faster than wages can keep up, and more and more families are 
spending up to half of their income on housing costs. This puts people at greater risk of falling into 
homelessness, especially seniors, people with disabilities, and low-wage workers. Our businesses 
struggle to grow when families have so little left over after housing costs. The housing affordability crisis 
affects families across Thurston County, and requires a multi-faceted solution. As a proven coalition-
builder to help address Thurston County’s housing needs, I am ready to act now for a comprehensive 
approach. 
 
To address the housing crisis, we must increase housing options, provide assistance to prevent families 
from falling into homelessness, and strengthen protections for renters. We need strong support from 
the Legislature to create abundant housing by investing in the Housing Trust Fund, increasing 
opportunities for first time home buyers, and increasing housing for working families and low-income 
renters. We need increased funding for supportive housing and renter protections to prevent folks from 
losing their homes because of temporary setbacks. We also need to allow greener, less expensive homes 
in transit and job corridors. 
 
Homelessness is a growing issue across the state, and especially in Thurston County. As a 
councilmember I have taken steps to address this public health crisis by leading the Home 
Fund campaign to create affordable housing for vulnerable residents, supporting efforts to create tiny 
house villages, and safe camping spaces. I served on the Association of Washington Cities legislative 
committee for housing and human services advocated in the legislature for increased support for cities 
to address homelessness. The state of Washington must treat homelessness as a public health and 
moral crisis. I will advocate at the state, county, and local levels for increased support and sustainable 
funding solutions to end homelessness. 
 
11. Washington has one of the most regressive state and local tax systems in the 
country. How should this be addressed? What is your opinion on a state capital 
gains and/or a state income tax? 
 
Unfortunately, Washington is home to the most regressive tax system in the United States. This 
regressive tax structure is inequitable and has a disproportionate impact on working families, vulnerable 
individuals, low wage workers, and people of color. It restricts our ability to invest in our communities, 
constrains local and state revenue, decreasing our ability to provide an adequate safety net, 
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foundational public health services, education funding, the environment, and other essential programs 
that benefit all Washingtonians. We need a sustainable and equitable tax system that provides us the 
opportunity to fund these vital services and doesn’t push the cost onto the shoulders of working people.  

 
I have experience supporting progressive taxation. During my first year of office the City was presented 
with a proposal to impose an income tax to pay for college for Olympia students. I supported and 
endorsed the measure despite the likelihood that it would be appealed. The City also signed onto the 
amicus brief supporting the City of Seattle’s Income Tax ordinance. I fundamentally believe we must 
change our tax system in Washington to be more equitable, to provide a robust social safety net for all 
people and invest in education and workforce opportunities that enable more people to earn a living 
with dignity. 
 
I support increasing taxes on capital gains, pass through business profits, mansions and high value real 
estate, and an excise tax on unreasonably high salaries. In addition, we should invest in the Washington 
working families tax credit to provide money back to working Washingtonians. Additionally, we should 
amend the state constitution to allow for a graduated income tax and an income-based property tax 
credits or rebates for low income households. 

 
12. What is your position on replacing all or part of the gas tax with a road usage 
tax? 
We have an unsustainable transportation revenue structure that is regressive, restricts spending to 
highways, and disproportionately burdens low-income communities. I support Transportation for All 
funding guidelines to develop new transportation revenue sources. We need progressive revenue 
sources and fee structures and I’m concerned about the impact of a road usage tax on low income 
families, that often have to travel long distances to work. These systems should also be informed by 
input from impacted stakeholders and community needs.  Transportation funding must be 
comprehensive and include rate structures and charges to address the environmental and social impact 
externalities of transportation, including greenhouse gas emissions, air pollutants, congestion, injuries 
and deaths, and stormwater runoff. 
 
We must pass the clean fuels bill and increase housing in and around high opportunity areas and transit 
centers. Our transportation investments should be informed by evidence and clearly defined goals and 
metrics to support those decisions. Those investments should be made equitably and should help us 
achieve our collective transportation goals.  

 
 

 

 

The candidate assumes full responsibility for all answers to this questionnaire. Your 
responses to this questionnaire should be considered public knowledge as we cannot 
assure confidentiality when making the questionnaire available to our membership. 


