
QUESTIONNAIRE:    U.S.   REPRESENTATIVE,   CD10  

Beth   Doglio  

1) Please   describe   the   qualifications,   including   education,   and   life   experiences   that   make   you  
the   best   candidate   for   the   office   of   U.S.   Representative   for   CD10.  

We’re   in   the   middle   of   a   climate   emergency   –   we   have   less   than   ten   years   to   act   to   significantly  
reduce   carbon   emissions   and   there’s   been   little   to   no   leadership   at   the   federal   level.   I   believe  
we   can’t   afford   not   to   elect   a   climate   champion   in   this   district,   and   I’ve   spent   much   of   the   last  
three   decades   serving   in   that   space.   I   am   a   climate   activist   and   an   organizer   –   the   founding  
executive   director   of   Washington   Conservation   voters,   a   senior   advisor   at   Climate   Solutions   and  
campaign   director   for   the   Power   Past   Coal   campaign.  

Additionally,   the   stakes   are   too   high   on   other   important   issues:   housing,   gun   responsibility,  
women’s   health,   workers’   rights.   I   have   experience   in   each   of   those   fields,   and,   as   the   only  
current   elected   official   and   legislator   in   the   race,   I’ve   worked   with   stakeholders   to   sponsor   and  
pass   groundbreaking   legislation   on   those   issues   and   more.   Put   simply,   I   am   running   for   this  
office   because   we   need   progressive   leadership   in   the   other   Washington,   and   in   my   career,   I’ve  
demonstrated   that   I   am   a   progressive   who   can   get   stuff   done.  

I   have   a   BA   in   Political   Science   and   Telecommunications   from   Indiana   University   and   have   been  
politically   active   since   I   was   10.    I   have   lived   in   the   10 th    CD   for   22   years.  

1. Please   describe   what   you   believe   are   the   most   significant   issues   in   this   race   and   why.  

As   mentioned   in   the   previous   question,   I   think   that   climate,   housing,   gun   responsibility,   and  
issues   facing   working   families   are   at   the   top   of   the   agenda.   We   must   act   on   climate   change   as  
we’ve   almost   completely   run   out   of   time   to   address   it.   Daily,   we   see   the   effects   of   our   housing  
instability   and   affordability   crisis,   and   how   it’s   driven   so   many   neighbors   to   homelessness.   We  
need   federal   leadership   providing   funds   and   coordinating   with   state   and   local   government   if  
we’re   ever   going   to   see   progress.   

No   one   should   be   worried   about   gun   violence   when   they   go   to   school   or   their   place   of   worship,  
but   today   we’re   seeing   no   federal   action   on   gun   responsibility.   I’ve   been   a   champion   for   gun  
responsibility   here   in   Washington,   and   will   bring   proven,   commonsense   solutions   to   DC.   Finally,  
workers   are   under   attack,   unions   have   been   gutted,   and   mega-corporations   are   more   powerful  
than   ever   and   without   a   Medicare   for   All   like   system,   workers   are   held   hostage   by   corporations  
who   control   their   access   to   healthcare.   We   can’t   continue   to   let   DC   inaction   drive   income  
inequality   and   the   widening   the   wealth   gap.  

2. Do   you   plan   to   accept   corporate   PAC   money   for   this   campaign?       Who   is   your   single   largest  
campaign   donor?   

I   have   5   individual   donors   who   have   maxed   out   to   my   campaign.    I   will   not   be   accepting  
Corporate   PAC   money   for   this   campaign.   

3. Do   you   support   reversing   the   results   of   the   Citizens   United   decision?    



Yes   –   corporations   are   not   people   and   it’s   time   to   get   money   out   of   politics.   The   system   of  
massive   independent   expenditures,   Super   PACs,   and   dark   money   organizations   is   out   of   control.  
In   Congress,   I   will   support   real   reform   to   our   campaign   finance   laws   that   reverse   the   negative  
effects   of   the   Citizens   United   Decision.  

4. Would   you   support   the   creation   of   a   small-donor   public   financing   program   for   Congressional  
elections?  

I   would   be   interested   in   learning   more   about   what   has   worked   and   what   can   be   improved   from  
Seattle’s   public   financing   program.   From   there,   I   would   be   open   to   working   on   a   Federal   system  
that   allows   all   Americans   to   participate   in   funding   our   elections.  

5. What   is   your   first   priority   for   CD10   in   the   next   session   of   congress?   

That   is   a   really   good   question   and   I   assume   you   are   talking   about   a   local   priority   –   perhaps   the  
health   of   Puget   Sound,   issues   surrounding   JBLM,   transportation   like   SR   167,   housing,   etc…     To  
be   honest,   I   am   not   sure   that   I   can   answer   that   question   just   yet.    I   am   still   learning   issues  
important   to   parts   of   the   district   that   I   don’t   currently   represent.   I   would   very   much   like   to   hear  
from   you   what   you   think   should   be   my   top   priority.    My   overall   priorities   have   been   stated  
above.  

6. Would   you   vote   for   the   Voting   Rights   Advancement   Act,   which   would   restore   key   portions   of  
the   Voting   Rights   Act   and   give   the   federal   government   tools   to   fight   back   against   suppressive  
laws   that   target   communities   of   color?  

Absolutely.   It   is   shameful   that   the   Supreme   Court   struck   critical   sections   of   the   VRA,   especially  
as   we   see   states   across   the   US   putting   up   craven   and   racist   barriers   to   prevent   and  
disenfranchise   people   from   voting.   Voting   everywhere   should   be   easy   and   accessible,   like   it   is  
here   in   Washington,   especially   for   people   of   color   and   other   minorities,   who   are   the   first   target  
of   voter   suppression   efforts.  

7. What   is   your   position   regarding   the   importance   of   reducing   carbon   dioxide   emissions   to  
combat   climate   change?  

This   is   critical   –   the   science   says   that   if   we   do   not   rapidly   bring   down   our   carbon   emissions,   our  
planet   will   continue   to   warm   until   the   trend   is   irreversible.   The   consequences   of   failing   to   act:  
rising   sea   levels,   more   intense   storms,   mass   extinction,   and   more,   far   outweigh   the   costs   of  
investing   in   clean   energy   and   a   Green   New   Deal.   This   is   a   top   priority   for   me,   and   it’s   an   area  
I’ve   spent   much   of   my   career.  

8. Do   you   support   the    Green   New   Deal ?  

Watching   youth,   climate   organizations,   and   progressive   leaders   rally   around   a   Green   New  
Deal   has   been   incredible   –   it   is   a   source   of   fantastic   energy   in   the   environmental   space.   I   do  
support   it.    But   I   am   more   committed   to   actually   passing   policies   to   implement   rapid  
reduction   of   emissions   in   all   sectors.    I   have   a   depth   of   experience   in   doing   this   at   the   state  
level.   
 



9. Do   you   favor   having   the   United   States   participate   in   the   Paris   Accord   of   2015?  

Yes,   but   this   is   not   nearly   enough   to   defeat   climate   change.   Starting   by   updating   our   emissions  
targets   to   meet   current   projections,   and   continuing   by   implementing   clean   energy   investments  
and   carbon-reducing   regulations,   we   can   begin   to   make   the   change   necessary   to   prevent  
climate   catastrophe.  

10. Do   you   believe   that   laws   are   needed   to   address   gun   violence?  

Very   much   so.   I   am   proud   of   my   A+   rating   from   the   Alliance   for   Gun   Responsibility   (as  
well   as   my   F   from   the   NRA).   We’ve   seen   that   the   gun   laws   passed   in   the   Legislature   and  
approved   by   voters   can   make   a   difference   in   reducing   gun   violence   and   keeping   our  
communities   safe.   Now,   we   need   to   bring   those   same   ideas   nationwide,   like   Extreme  
Risk   Protection   Orders,   red   flag   laws,   expanded   background   checks,   and   other  
commonsense   reforms.  

 

11. What   is   your   position   on   managing   documented   immigration,   undocumented  
immigration,   and   “Dreamers”?   

It’s   clear   we   need   comprehensive   immigration   reform   –   the   current   system   is   not   working  
for   anyone.   And,   we   cannot   trust   the   Trump   administration,   the   same   people   who   have   put  
kids   in   cages   and   instituted   a   Muslim   ban,   to   lead   this   effort   in   good   faith.   Immigrants   and  
diversity   make   our   country   stronger,   and   we   must   reform   the   immigration   system   including  
a   pathway   to   citizenship   for   undocumented   immigrants.  

 

12. Should   the   United   States   rejoin   the   Iran   Nuclear   Deal?   Why?  

Yes,   I   strongly   support   rejoining   the   Iran   Nuclear   Deal   and   taking   real,   impactful   steps   to   reduce  
Iran’s   access   to   nuclear   weapons.   The   Trump   administration’s   decision   to   leave   the   deal,   a  
reactionary   choice   based   solely   on   pettiness,   is   disastrous.   Iran   is   closer   now   to   gaining   a  
nuclear   weapon   than   they   were   under   the   terms   of   the   deal,   and   instead   of   negotiating  
something   new,   President   Trump   has   pushed   the   United   States   and   Iran   closer   and   closer   to  
the   brink   of   war.   
 

13.What   is   your   position   on   international   trade   agreements?  

Trade   is   incredibly   important   to   the   economy   of   Washington   state   –   which   makes   it   even   more  
important   that   we   ensure   our   international   trade   agreements   protect   the   rights   of   workers   –  
and   our   environment.   When   we   negotiate   trade   deals,   we   need   to   have   advocates   from   labor  
unions   and   environmental   groups   at   the   table   –   so   we   can   prevent   a   future   where   Americans  
lose   jobs   and   our   planet   faces   further   degradation.   The   Trump   administration’s   policies   of  
unilateral   trade   wars   are   not   acceptable,   they   are   hurting   Washington’s   very   trade   dependent  
economy.   We   need   leaders   who   look   at   trade   comprehensively,   and   protect   the   best   interests   of  
Washington   state,   our   workers,   and   our   planet.   



 

14.What   is   your   position   on   regulating   financial   institutions   to   protect   consumers?   

I   strongly   support   increased   regulations   on   financial   institutions   to   ensure   customers’   futures   and  
lifesavings   aren’t   at   risk.   These   are   among   the   most   profitable   businesses   on   Earth,   and   it’s  
clear   they   avoid   the   scrutiny   and   regulations   necessary   to   fully   protect   customers   and  
consumers.  
 

15. Should   the   VA   health   system   be   privatized?   

Absolutely   not.   Rather   than   being   privatized,   the   VA   needs   adequate   public   investment   and  
support   from   our   government   in   order   to   provide   our   veterans   and   their   families   with   the  
access   to   housing,   jobs,   and   healthcare   they’ve   earned.   The   backlog   of   requests   built   up   by   the  
VA   is   totally   unacceptable,   and,   in   Congress,   I   will   always   be   a   strong   advocate   for   VA   reform   and  
investment,   without   privatization.  

 

16.What   is   your   current   position   on   health   care   for   all?      

Healthcare   is   a   human   right,   and   no   one   should   go   bankrupt   trying   to   get   healthy.   For   that  
reason,   I   support   Medicare   for   All   and   believe   everyone   should   have   access   to   a   streamlined  
and   accessible   healthcare   system.   I   also   know   that   getting   Medicare   for   All   passed   will   be   no  
easy   feat,   and   so   I   also   support   other,   more   immediate   changes   we   can   make   to   our   health  
care   system,   like   the   federal   government   negotiating   drug   prices   for   Medicare,   Americans  
importing   drugs   from   other   countries,   and   putting   an   end   to   pharmaceutical   price   gouging,  
along   with   enshrining   women’s   health   care   rights   and   protections.    And   CEO   pay   in   the   health  
industry   (pharma,   insurance   and   hospitals)   really   pisses   me   off.  

 
 

17. Please   fill   in   the   blank:     _________   lives   matter.    Why   did   you   choose   that   word?  

Black   lives   matter.   Black   men   are   disproportionately   the   victims   of   police   violence   and   are  
incarcerated   at   far   greater   rates   than   other   members   of   our   community.   We   need   criminal  
justice   reform,   starting   in   our   local   communities   and   all   the   way   up   to   the   federal   level,   that  
addresses   this   disparity   in   violence   and   rate   of   incarceration.   When   someone   commits   a   crime,  
we   need   to   do   a   better   job   of   helping   them   address   the   issue   at   hand   rather   than   just   locking  
them   up,   especially   if   the   crime   committed   was   driven   by   addiction   or   mental   health   issues.   I  
will   work   together   with   communities   of   color   to   fight   for   these   reforms   and   ensure   measurable  
progress   is   made.  

 

18. Do   you   believe   women   have   a   right   to   control   their   personal   healthcare   needs   including  
contraception   and   abortion?  



Yes,   completely.   I   have   been   an   organizer   at   NARAL   and   have   fought   on   campaigns   and   in   the  
legislature   to   defend   a   women’s   right   to   choose.   Washington   has   been   a   leader   on   protecting  
women’s   health,   including   passing   the   Reproductive   Parity   Act.   In   Congress,   I   will   fight   for  
similar   legislation,   push   to   reverse   the   Hyde   Amendment,   fund   Planned   Parenthood,   and  
never   support   restrictions   on   women’s   health,   including   contraception   and   abortion.  
 

19. Do   you   support   collective   bargaining   on   behalf   of   all   workers?  

Yes   –   collective   bargaining   and   labor   unions   are   tried   and   true   ways   of   growing   wages   and  
creating   a   functioning   middle   class.   For   too   long   the   rights   of   workers   have   been   under   attack   by  
conservative   policies   –   and   that   needs   to   end.   Democrats   cannot   accept   the   status   quo   on   labor  
rights,   we   need   to   make   them   a   top   priority   and   reverse   the   damage   done.   In   Congress,   I   will  
support   the   PRO   Act,   which   would   reinvigorate   collective   bargaining   laws   and   unions.   I   will   also  
support   and   fight   for   legislation   based   on   what   we’ve   achieved   in   Washington   that   have   made  
us   the   best   state   for   workers   –   ideas   like   gender   pay   equity   and   paid   family   and   medical   leave.  

 

20.What   legislation   would   you   promote   to   create   small   businesses   in   order   to   create   new   jobs?  

Right   now,   the   only   businesses   that   get   any   attention   or   traction   in   Washington,   D.C.   are   giant  
corporations   and   their   lobbyists.   If   I’m   elected,   I   will   work   to   change   that.   Not   only   will   I   be  
pushing   for   a   Green   New   Deal,   which   will   create   millions   of   new   jobs   around   the   country   and  
invest   in   new   enterprises   and   entrepreneurs,   but   I   will   also   work   directly   with   small   businesses  
in   CD   10   to   fight   for   their   priorities   and   to   streamline   rules   and   processes,   as   well   as   make  
funding   assistance   more   accessible,   so   they   can   hit   the   ground   running.  

 

21.What   is   your   position   on   the   presence   or   absence   of   religion   in   government?  

Our   government   was   intended   to   have   a   separation   of   church   and   state   and   to   allow   anyone   to  
practice   their   religion   free   of   persecution.   I   believe   both   should   remain   true   –   our  
government   should   not   be   making   decisions   based   on   religious   texts,   and   citizens   and  
elected   officials   should   be   able   to   practice   their   religion   without   harassment   or   intimidation.   
 

22.What   is   your   position   on   the   role   of   government   in   supporting   public   education?  

The   Government   has   an   incredibly   important   role   to   play   in   supporting   and   promoting   public  
education.   Education   is   one   of   the   greatest   investments   we   can   make   –   and   ensuring   that   every  
child,   regardless   of   race,   zip   code,   or   income   level,   can   learn   from   good   teachers   and   in   good  
schools   is   critical.   As   I   have   in   the   Legislature,   I   support   new   and   increased   investments   in   our  
teachers,   school   infrastructure,   and   curriculum,   so   we   can   truly   improve   outcomes   for   every   kid.  
I   also   support   increasing   access   to   free   and   affordable   public   colleges   and   universities,   trade  
schools,   and   apprenticeships,   so   that   the   next   generation   of   students   can   enter   the   workforce  
debt-free   and   ready   to   succeed.  



 

23.What   caucuses   do   you   plan   to   join   if   elected?  

Not   an   exhaustive   list   –   but   Congressional   Progressive   Caucus,   Medicare   for   All   Caucus  
and   the   Congressional   Bike   Caucus!  

 

 
The   candidate   assumes   full   responsibility   for   all   answers   to   this   questionnaire.   Your   responses  
to   this   questionnaire   should   be   considered   public   knowledge   as   we   cannot   assure  
confidentiality   when   making   the   questionnaire   available   to   our   membership.  


