
Questionnaire: Superior Court Justice 

Scott Ahlf 

 

 
1. Please describe the qualifications and experience that make you the best 

candidate for the office of Superior Court justice? 

 

I have been practicing law for the past 23 years.  During that time, I have been 

very fortunate to have served as a prosecutor and in private practice before I was 

first elected to the Bench 15 years ago in 2005 to the Municipal Court of Olympia. 

I have also worked very hard to earn the trust and respect of the men and 

women in both the legal community and citizen leaders throughout the County. I 

feel that these collective experiences will enable me to make an immediate and 

significant contribution on the Thurston County Superior Court. 

I have also served as the President of the statewide District & Municipal Court 
Judges’ Association, as President of the Lacey Rotary and as a board member of 
the North Thurston Education Foundation. Thus far in the early stages of this 
campaign, I have been endorsed by 55 of my judicial colleagues. I am very proud 
of these endorsements and I truly believe these experiences and qualifications 
have prepared me well for the Superior Court.  

2.  Please describe what you believe are the most significant issues in this 

race and why.  

 

I believe experience and accomplishment are two very important issues in this 
race. As the only candidate who has served as a full time judicial officer, I bring 
an excellent record of holding serious offenders accountable while providing 
alternative ways for offenders of lesser crimes to fulfill their obligation to society 
through therapeutic courts that have proven to work. Recidivism in my jurisdiction 
has been reduced significantly over the past four years that the community court 
program has been in place. Each of the areas are very important as they all 
relate to the complexities of our judicial system. 

3. Please describe your educational background. 

 

Seattle University School of Law, JD 

Washington State University/Texas State University, BA 

Timberline High School 

Nisqually Middle School 



4. Should Justices have law degrees? Why or why not? 

 

Yes. I believe law school provides the formal foundation and structure for a law 

student to garner a comprehensive understanding of how to interpret the law. 

Further, law school taught me to perform legal research that is critical when as a 

judge as example, I must conduct my own research in preparation for Court. 

 

5. What will carry the greatest influence in your rulings: criminal law, civil 

case law the    Constitution or State statute? Please briefly explain your 

response in layman’s terms.  

 

All judges swear an oath to follow the constitution of the United States and the 

State of Washington and to interpret the laws as passed by the legislature.  

Judges must follow precedent handed down in case law from higher courts. I 

think part of the reason I have met success for the past 15 years on the Bench, is 

my ability to apply the law to the individual case before me.  

 

6. Please identify what changes you might wish to make to the Superior Court 

and why. 

 
The number of pro se litigants, or people who represent themselves in the 
Courtroom, occurs more often with climbing legal costs. As a Superior Court 
Judge, I will ensure that all pro se litigants are aware of the tools that are 
available to them at no cost as they prepare for their day in Court. I am also 
sensitive to the constant, and again, increasing need for interpreter services. 
Finally, I think that the increased access to justice and diversity within the legal 
community are goals that we all must work toward as a collective community. 
The current health crisis presents additional challenges to the Court which is 
already trying to find the resources necessary for the Court to run effectively. I 
am also concerned with the disproportionate number of minorities who find 
themselves in the criminal justice system.  

7. Please explain your views on recidivism, whether it is rooted in poverty, 

drug addiction or some system of our community and how you would 

address it. 

 

As a Municipal Court Judge, I have worked extensively in this very area and the 

therapeutic court model we have established for misdemeanor offenders has 

earned state-wide recognition for its success in reducing the number of 

reoffenders. Many factors play a role in recidivism.  Finding the underlying issues 

on an individual basis will enable the courts to help the individual refrain from 

recidivating.  Drug addiction and poverty play a role in an individual’s recidivism.  



Therapeutic courts, such as my Community Court in Olympia, work with the 

individual to get them to a place where they are stable and recidivism is reduced. 

 

8. Do you support term limits for Superior Court Justices?  Why or why not? 

 

No, I do not. I believe our community benefits from individuals who have the 

collective experience and ability to continue to serve. I do, however, believe that 

elections for judicial officers are central to a citizen’s right to use their vote to 

make the important decision on a judicial candidate. 

 

9. How do you prepare yourself to hear cases involving unfamiliar areas of 

the law? 

 

I pride myself on my ability to do legal research and understand statutes, case 

law and the constitutions of the United States and the State of Washington.  I 

also listen to the arguments made by the litigants and consider each argument 

fully before making my decision. 

 

BY RETURNING THIS QUESTIONNAIRE, THE CANDIDATE ASSUMES FULL 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALL ANSWERS TO THIS QUESTIONNAIRE. THE ANSWERS 

ON THE FOREGOING REFLECT THE CANDIDATE’S BEST EFFORTS TO ANSWER 

THIS QUESTIONNAIRE HONESTLY AND DIRECTLY. 

PLEASE SAVE YOUR COMPLETED QUESTIONNAIRE IN THE EVENT THAT THERE 

ARE ANY TECHNICAL PROBLEMS WHEN YOU ATTEMPT TO EMAIL IT BACK. 

 

 

 


