
 

CALL TO ACTION – April 7 
 

 
Prisoners Need Books 
The Washington State Department of Corrections instituted a new rule last week forbidding the acquisition of used 
books from nonprofit organizations. We disagree with this decision. Read more below. 
 
ACTION: Sign the Change.org petition to ask the DOC to reverse its new policy on accepting used books from 
nonprofits. https://www.change.org/p/stop-washington-from-banning-free-books-for-prisoners 
 
ACTION: Contact the DOC's executive policy team and ask them to reverse the new book exchange policy.  
https://www.doc.wa.gov/about/agency/executive-policy/contact.htm 
 
ACTION: Contact Jay Inslee (360-902-4111) or your state legislators and tell them to speak out against the new 
rule. https://app.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/ 
 
 

 

Your Washington State Legislature Is In Session 
The legislative team has selected the top bills that need action week of 4/08/19. 

 
4/08/19 Monday 

LGBTQ 

E2SSB5356:  This bill, if passed, will establish a Washington state LGBTQ commission with funding for a 
coordinator, and with a mandate to identify the needs of the LGBTQ community and ensure that there is an 
effective means for advocating for LGBTQ equity in all aspects of  state government.   

ACTION: CALL AND/OR EMAIL. The House Appropriations Chair and Vice-Chair need to hear from ALL of us 
BEFORE April 9 to ensure funding for E2SB5356 and send it to the floor for a vote by the fiscal cut-off date (April 
9). If you live in LD-22, call and/or email Committee member Laurie Dolan'  if you live in LD-35, call and/or email 
Assistant Ranking Minority Member Drew MacEwen. 
Appropriations Chair Tim Ormsby: (360) 786-7946; Timm.Ormsby@leg.wa.gov 
Vice Chair Steve Bergquist: (360) 786-7862; Steve.Bergquist@leg.wa.gov 
Assistant Ranking Minority Member Drew MacEwen: (360) 786 - 7902; Drew.MacEwen@leg.wa.gov 
Committee Member Laurie Dolan: (360) 786-7940; Laurie.Dolan@leg.wa.gov 
 

Health Care 
2SSB 5602: This bill will eliminate the barriers to reproductive health care for all. Special focus to immigrants, 
people living in rural communities, transgender and gender non conforming people and people of color.  
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ACTION: CALL AND/OR EMAIL. The House Committee on Appropriations Chair and Vice-Chair need to hear from 
ALL of us BEFORE April 9 to ensure funding for 2SSB 5602 and send it to the floor for a vote by the fiscal cut-off 
date (April 9). If you live in LD-22, call and/or email Committee member Laurie Dolan;  if you live in LD-35, call 
and/or email Assistant Ranking Minority Member Drew MacEwen. 
Appropriations Chair Tim Ormsby: (360) 786-7946; Timm.Ormsby@leg.wa.gov 
Vice Chair Steve Bergquist: (360) 786-7862; Steve.Bergquist@leg.wa.gov 
Assistant Ranking Minority Member Drew MacEwen: (360) 786 - 7902; Drew.MacEwen@leg.wa.gov 
Committee Member Laurie Dolan: (360) 786-7940; Laurie.Dolan@leg.wa.gov 
 

4/09/19 Tuesday 

LGBTQ 

SB 5689 - Concerning harassment, intimidation, bullying, and discrimination in public schools 

Background: Washington urgently needs to build  welcoming and safe school communities  for LGBTQ young 
people, particularly for transgender youth. Across the nation, transgender youth experience extremely high levels of 
in-school victimization, even higher than that experienced by their LGB peers. The harassment includes name 
calling, threats, and physical assault.The majority of victims of this kind of bullying do not report their situation to 
school authorities. The stress of an unsafe school environment contributes to increased absenteeism, decreased 
educational aspirations, and lower academic performance. Moreover,  feeling unsafe for simply being who you are 
is a significant risk factor for suicide among transgender youth, which the American Academy of Pediatric 
Physicians reported in 2018  to be the most at-risk youth population in the US. 
Creating a statewide school policies designed to prevent bullying of transgender students will create a safe, 
affirming, and nurturing environment for all Washington students. This bill will save lives. 
 
CURRENT STATUS: 
Passed Senate 02-27: 29; nays, 20; absent, 0 
04-03: Referred to House Rules for review. 
 
ACTION: Call /e-mail House Rules Chair Frank Chopp and urge him to push SB 5689 to the floor for a vote : (360) 
786-7920; Frank.Chopp@leg.wa.gov 

TALKING POINTS: See background. 
 

4/10/19 Wednesday 

Education 
Support funding our public schools 
Background: Our public school communities, students, and educators need your help and advocacy now! Last 
week Democratic Senators Mark Mullet and Guy Palumbo held the Senate's levy cliff bill hostage so they could 
force through poison pill amendments that would have funded charter schools, cut teacher pay, and limited 
collective bargaining rights. 
 
ACTION: Contact your State representatives  and let them know we need to give school districts levy flexibility is 
still very much needed. 
Talking Points: 

• Pass a clean levy lid lift bill  

• Amendments that cuts teacher pay, undermines bargaining rights, or gives more money to charter schools 
are unacceptable 

• Support using a capital gains tax to help fully fund our public school 

• Fully fund the $235 million needed for special education  
 
Rep. Beth Doglio:   PO Box 40600, Olympia, WA 98504; (360) 786-7992 
Rep. Laurie Dolan: PO Box 40600, Olympia, WA 98504; (360) 786-7940  
Senator Sam Hunt: PO Box 40422, Olympia, WA 98504; (360) 786-7642 
Beth.Doglio@leg.wa.gov,  
Laurie.Dolan@leg.wa.gov,  
Sam.Hunt@leg.wa.gov,  
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4/11/19 Thursday  

Gun Violence Prevention 
Machine printed plastic firearms are extremely dangerous and undetectable!  
SHB 1739  Concerning firearms that are undetectable or untraceable. 
House Substitute bill #1739 has passed the House, is in the Senate and was referred to Senate Committee Law 
and Justice on March 6th.  
 
ACTION: Contact the Senate Rules Committee and ask them “Please support SHB 1739 Concerning firearms that 
are undetectable or untraceable and move this bill forward to a vote.  
Talking Points: 
-Machine printed plastic firearms have no legitimate purpose in self defense, sport shooting or hunting. 
-Machine printed plastic guns can be carried undetected aboard airplanes, into courtrooms and into school 
classrooms. 
-Machine printed plastic firearms are dangerous and without Constitutional protections. 
 
Chair Lt. Governor Cyrus Habib (360) 786-7700 
Vice Chair Senator Karen Keiser (360) 786-7664 
Ranking Senator Mark Schoesler (360) 786-7620 
Senate Rules email:  ltgov@ltgov.wa.gov, Karen.Keiser@leg.wa.gov, mark.schoesler@leg.wa.gov  

  
4/12/19 Friday 

Revenue 
Background: We have an upside-down tax code that forces the poorest among us pay the largest share of their 
wages in sales tax, people are seeing their property taxes skyrocket, and businesses are cutting deep into their 
margins to pay their tax bills.  
Extraordinary Profits Tax –  A targeted 9.9 percent excise tax that only applies to the extraordinary profits made on 
a sale of very high value assets like stocks and bonds. The profits that are under $200,000 for couples and 
$100,000 for single-filers will be TOTALLY exempt. Retirement accounts; single-family, duplex, and triplex homes; 
most agricultural and farm-related sales; and certain qualifying small businesses are also 100 percent exempt. 
 
ACTION: Contact your State representatives and ask that they vote in favor of more progressive revenue changes 
in the budget. Support of constituents for legislators taking these actions is imperative to offset the special interest 
lobbying in favor of keeping the more regressive system in place. 
Progressive Revenue Talking Points: 

• The Extraordinary Profits tax, formerly called the Capital Gains tax 

• Making the REET Real Estate Excise Tax slightly progressive 

• Funding for Working Families Tax Credit 

• Reducing the B&O tax on small businesses 

• Increasing the B&O tax increase on high end service businesses like lawyers, architects and 
accountants 

• Keeping the Rainy Day Fund intact 

Sample script: Please be sure that the Capital Gains Tax, progressive REET, and closure of certain preferential 
tax rates are included in the final budget to increase fairness in the tax structure and to fund essential services for 
Washington State residents. 
 
Rep. Beth Doglio:   PO Box 40600, Olympia, WA 98504; (360) 786-7992 
Rep. Laurie Dolan: PO Box 40600, Olympia, WA 98504; (360) 786-7940  
Senator Sam Hunt: PO Box 40422, Olympia, WA 98504; (360) 786-7642 
Beth.Doglio@leg.wa.gov,  Laurie.Dolan@leg.wa.gov,   Sam.Hunt@leg.wa.gov, 

 
The Save Our Democracy team has selected this bill that need action week of 4/08/19 

 
SB 5207 - Concerning notification of felony voting rights and restoration: One of the most persistent hurdles to re-
enfranchisement of ex-prisoners is that oftentimes they don't realize that their voting rights have been restored. 
People are so used to the idea that this country disenfranchises you for life if you go to jail, that they don't even 
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bother trying to vote again once they've served their sentences. This bill would direct the Department of Corrections 
to let prisoners know that their voting rights are restored and instruct them how to register to vote, prior to the end 
of their sentences. This would close a huge gap in the prisoner-to-citizen pipeline in our state. 
 
Currently this bill is on the House floor calendar for a second reading. It needs your support to come up for debate 
and a vote. 
 
ACTION: Go to https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5207&Year=2019&Initiative=false and click the 
Comment box. Then comment. Also, call Reps Dolan (360) 786-7940 and Doglio 360-786-7992 and ask them to 
support getting the bill to the floor and done. 

 
 

 

Prisoners Need Books 
One of the most enriching activities incarcerated people have available to them in prison is reading. When prisons 
provide prisoners with books, prisoners are far better able to build skills, reinvent themselves, and while away the 
hours and days of their sentences in a safe and wholesome manner. Book exchanges with prisons empower 
inmates and break the cycle of recidivism. 
 
So when the Washington State Department of Corrections instituted a new rule last week forbidding the acquisition 
of used books from nonprofit organizations, it sent quite a shock wave through the prisoner advocacy community. 
The DOC says they instituted this rule "to ensure publications had appropriate content and were free of 
contraband." But even setting aside the possibility that this is an attempt to exercise control over what prisoners 
read, restricting access to books for prisoners is not a proportionate response to the DOC's concerns. 
 
There are many things we can do to fight back against this rule change. There's currently a petition circulating to 
ask the DOC to reverse it. We can contact the DOC's executive policy team and let them know ourselves what we 
think of this new policy. Or we can go to their boss -- our own Governor Inslee -- or talk to our local legislators, and 
ask them to speak out against the rule and apply pressure from above. 
 
ACTION: Sign the Change.org petition to ask the DOC to reverse its new policy on accepting used books from 
nonprofits. https://www.change.org/p/stop-washington-from-banning-free-books-for-prisoners 
 
ACTION: Contact the DOC's executive policy team and ask them to reverse the new book exchange policy.  
https://www.doc.wa.gov/about/agency/executive-policy/contact.htm 
 
ACTION: Contact Jay Inslee (360-902-4111) or your state legislators and tell them to speak out against the new 
rule. https://app.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/ 

Release the Mueller Report Now  

We want to thank all the members of Olympia Indivisible who attended the rally on last Thursday to demand the 
release of the Mueller Report. The U.S. House voted 420-0 to demand that the Department of Justice release the 
Mueller Report to Congress and the public. Instead, Attorney General Barr has released his own short summary 
and conclusions regarding the report. According to Neal Katyal, the U.S. Solicitor General who wrote the 
regulations guiding Barr, “The public has every right to see Mueller’s conclusions. Absolutely nothing in the law or 
the regulations prevents the report from becoming public. Until Congress is provided the full report, it cannot 
determine the seriousness of the evidence regarding possible obstruction of justice by this President.” 

We have waited more than two years for the investigation into the Russian interference in the 2016 Presidential 
Election. Attorney General Barr may think that it’s okay to withhold the Mueller Report from Congress and the 
public, but it is not okay. We must continue to demand the release of the Mueller Report. 

ACTION: Call our Members of Congress and ask them to demand the release of the Mueller Report. 
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Senator Patty Murray (253) 572-3636 

Senator Maria Cantwell (253) 572-2281 

Representative Denny Heck (360) 459-8514 

Script: My name is _________________, and I am a member of Olympia Indivisible. I am calling to thank (Senator/ 
Congressman) _____________ for demanding the release of the Mueller Report. I urge ______________ to 
continue the pressure by demanding the immediate release of the report to Congress and the public. Thank you. 
 

 
 

Oppose Family Detention And Support Aid To Our Central 
American Neighbors 

 
It is not enough for Democratic leaders to condemn the trump policies of unlawful detentions and family separation 
of refugees, they need to offer alternatives. Refugees are not a threat to our security, they are families fleeing 
violence in their own countries. Refugees have the legal right to seek asylum; it is enshrined in the United Nations 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948. And not only is the USA a signatory, but it was our US 
representative who chaired the drafting committee of the declaration.  

If trump's punitive policies actually worked we would have fewer migrants seeking refuge, but instead we have 
more. The solution is not to demonize them and not to cut off aid, but in fact, to increase aid to Honduras, 
Guatemala and El Salvador, just as we are aiding countries, such as Iraq, Afghanistan and Venezuela; to 
strengthen their economies and build their democratic institutions, so that people won't need to flee.  

 

Likewise Democrats can't flee this issue in the upcoming elections. They need to control the narrative, demonize 
trump and his incompetence. As Frank Sharry, executive director of the pro-immigrant advocacy group America’s 
Voice, recently pointed out, “Democrats would be wise to turn the debate into Trump’s cruelty and incompetence 
versus Democrats’ practical solutions. ... It’s a time for serious people to step up with serious ideas.” 

 
https://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/2020-Democrats-grapple-with-immigration-message-13746205.php  
 
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/adolfoflores/border-bridge-migrants-detained-camp-el-paso-texas  
 
https://congressionalhispaniccaucus-castro.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/congressional-hispanic-caucus-
chairman-joaquin-castro-response-to  
 
https://psmag.com/news/the-number-of-babies-in-ice-detention-at-the-border-has-shot-upward-since-january  
 

ACTION: Call Senator Maria Cantwell (253)572-2281 Senator Patty Murray (253)572-3636   

 Representative Denny Heck (360) 459-8514 

Script: My name is ____________and I'm a member of Olympia Indivisible. I am calling to insist that Democrats 
stand up for the human rights of refugees. The USA is a signatory to the Declaration of Human Rights and we need 
to give all migrants due process to determine their refugee status. Our security is not compromised by aiding 
refugees. This is far less expensive than incarcerating thousands of refugees in ICE detention centers and far more 
humane. 
 

 
 

Wednesdays at 2:00 pm  
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Great Courses: Investigating American Presidents  
The president of the United States can shape not just a nation but the entire world. But what limits are there—if 
any—on presidential power? Join us each Wednesday at 2:00 pm for Great Courses: Investigating American 
Presidents, to unpack the history of how institutions and procedures were set up to curb the powers of the 
executive branch. Contact Glen Hubbard for location: glen.f.hubbard@gmail.com 

 

April 12, Friday 6-8:00 pm  

Olympia Indivisible Members TGIF Gathering! 

The mortals assemble! RJ’s Gourmet Grill 318 4th Ave E Olympia 

POSTCARDS FOR PROGRESS 

April 18 Thursday from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

May 7 Tuesday from 10:00 AM to noon 

If you plan to attend, please send an email to olyindiptvrsvp@gmail.com, and we will send you directions to the 
postcard party. 

 
April 30, Tuesday 7:00  pm  

All Member Meeting 
Room 152, Thurston County Courthouse. Topic: Healthcare-For-All including the programs of Canada and a few in 
W. Europe. RSVP to: olyindirsvp@gmail.com 

 

May 2, Thursday 7:00 pm  

New Member Orientation 
Join a riveting presentation on how to change the world with other Olympia Indivisible members. 
RSVP to olyindinmorsvp@gmail.com. Location to be sent once you RSVP. 
 

May 7, Tuesday 3:00 pm 

Public Hearing on Community Planning Titles 20, 21, 22 and 23 amendments 
- Emergency Housing Ordinance Interim Regulations 

 All hands on deck! At 3pm, Thurston County Courthouse, Building 1, Room 280, the Board of County 
Commissioners (BoCC) is holding a PUBLIC HEARING on “Community Planning Titles 20, 21, 22 and 23 
amendments - Emergency Housing Ordinance Interim Regulations”. If you are able, please show up for this hearing 
to support waiving code requirements which would allow the County to more effectively respond to the 
homelessness crisis AND to encourage the BoCC to add funding and make land available for this purpose. 
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