
 

CALL TO ACTION – January 20 
 

OI ALL-MEMBER MEETING January 29 Tuesday 6:45-8:45 - See Below  
 

 
 

End Needless Family Suffering First!  
Hold Trump Accountable for Shutting Down the Government.  Congress should refuse to consider his 
requests until the government is reopened.  We don’t negotiate with terrorists. We shouldn’t negotiate with 
cruel Presidents. 
 
The President is using the suffering of government families as a negotiating tactic. In addition, he is unlawfully 
allowing some non-essential government workers to work in order to minimize damage to his own political image. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2019/01/15/trump-is-ignoring-law-keep-shutdown-causing-him-political-
pain/?fbclid=IwAR3s40Tx585_d5gGQs4BtL0QD8HS6tWsvGPTvgevAe_ml_tgLdtaGHHUNOA&utm_term=.fa776ec
394c5 
 
This is not how a democracy operates. President Trump may go about his project, the way lawful presidents 
have in the past. It is his responsibility to propose his budget request to Congress where it will go to committee for 
consideration and expert advice. There it will be deliberated and compromises reached to reflect the will of the 
people. 
 
Please do not sit by while the President misrepresents facts, uses fear mongering and the mistreatment of 
government workers to create a false crisis. 
 
ACTION: Make sure our MOCs know how we feel! Call for 5 minutes a day Monday through Friday. 
First, will you commit to a 5 minute habit this week?  Pick a time each day and spend 5 minutes calling our 
MOCs. Call as many as you can in 5 minutes and then stop. (well, if you want to keep going - ok!)  Do the same 
thing every day this week. If the phones aren’t staffed when you call, leave a message. 
 
What to say the first time you call: 
 
My name is ___________ and I am a member of Olympia Indivisible. I am calling Senator 
(Congressman)_________ to urge them to tell the President that they will not consider his budget requests 
for border security until the government is first reopened. We don’t negotiate with terrorists and withholding 
pay from government families is not only cruel, it should be illegal. I also want Senator/Congressman ________ to 
know that the President’s obsession with a wall has nothing to do with actual border security. I want my tax dollars 
to go to fact-based solutions, not a political stunt. 
 
What to say the rest of the week: 
Use your own words to communicate: 
1. Reopen government first, then we can work together to improve border security. 
2. We want fact-based solutions, not a political stunt. 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2019/01/15/trump-is-ignoring-law-keep-shutdown-causing-him-political-pain/?fbclid=IwAR3s40Tx585_d5gGQs4BtL0QD8HS6tWsvGPTvgevAe_ml_tgLdtaGHHUNOA&utm_term=.fa776ec394c5
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2019/01/15/trump-is-ignoring-law-keep-shutdown-causing-him-political-pain/?fbclid=IwAR3s40Tx585_d5gGQs4BtL0QD8HS6tWsvGPTvgevAe_ml_tgLdtaGHHUNOA&utm_term=.fa776ec394c5
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2019/01/15/trump-is-ignoring-law-keep-shutdown-causing-him-political-pain/?fbclid=IwAR3s40Tx585_d5gGQs4BtL0QD8HS6tWsvGPTvgevAe_ml_tgLdtaGHHUNOA&utm_term=.fa776ec394c5


Senator Patty Murray (253) 572-3636 
Senator Maria Cantwell (253) 572-2281 
Representative Denny Heck (360) 459-8514 

  

Support The Federal Employees In Our Community 
Who Are Furloughed Or Working Without Pay 
Innocent people are caught in the battle over the shutdown, which has lasted 30 days as of January 20, the 
employees and consultants who work for agencies like Interior, Commerce, Agriculture, Homeland Security, 
Justice, State Department, Transportation, Treasury (including the Internal Revenue Service), Environmental 
Protection Agency and Food and Drug Administration. They have all missed at least one paycheck and may miss 
more. Both Congress and the administration have committed to paying the employees their wages they would have 
earned during the furlough, but contractors will not receive any compensation, and are in a really tough position.  
Many federal employees are just making ends meet, missing a paycheck can be highly disruptive to tight family 
budgets.  Some federal employees are forced to work without pay; they still have to cover childcare and commuting 
expenses even though they are not getting paid. 

While we are urging our MOC’s to stand strong against Trump holding federal employees hostage in order to get 
funding for his wall, we should also be mindful of the pain this is inflicting on many federal workers in our 
community and elsewhere.  Reaching out to friends and acquaintances who are being directly affected by the 
shutdown shows that we care about people and value their choice to be public servants. 

ACTION:  

• Reach out to friends, neighbors and acquaintances who may be affected by the shutdown.  Let them know 
that you appreciate their work, are sorry that they are being used as pawns by the administration and ask if 
there is anything that they need or that you can help with.  They may be feeling forgotten or ignored and 
would greatly appreciate your kindness. 

• If you own or manage a local business, consider what that business can do to assist furloughed federal 
employees while the shutdown continues.   

• Contact your local legislators or Governor Inslee to ask them what they are doing to provide assistance to 
furloughed federal workers, citing California as an example. 

Ask Governor Inslee To Extend Unemployment 
Benefits To “Essential Federal Workers” 
California Governor Gavin Newsom said he will instruct the California Employment Development Department to pay 
unemployment benefits to federal employees who are working without pay during the partial shutdown, even 
though the U.S. Department of Labor has told states not to pay them. 
 
Federal workers who get furloughed during government shutdowns are eligible for unemployment benefits, but 

normally those who continue to work without pay during a shutdown are not. 
 
Last week Newsom said those working without pay also would be eligible for California unemployment benefits and 
encouraged both groups of unpaid federal workers to apply. In either case, workers who get back pay from the U.S. 
government are required to pay back their unemployment benefits. This is not in dispute. 
 
On Wednesday, however, a labor department official sent an email to “unemployment insurance colleagues” 
reminding them that rules established during the 2013 government shutdown are still in effect. One said that 



“excepted” employees, meaning those required to work without pay during a shutdown, are not eligible for 
unemployment if they continue to work full time. 
 
A labor department official in San Francisco sent a separate email to Patrick Henning, director of the California 
department, and officials in seven other western states that said, “The intent of this email is to reinforce that 
‘excepted’ workers are not unemployed and are, therefore, not eligible” for unemployment compensation. It also 
asked, “Is your agency intending to pay excepted workers?” 
 
Newsom said the email was “in essence telling us that we can’t do what we’re doing, which is so jaw dropping and 
extraordinary. So the good news is, we’re going to do it and shame on them.” 
https://www.sfchronicle.com/business/networth/article/Newsom-at-odds-with-U-S-government-over-13545890.php 
Let's ask Inslee to do the same for workers in Washington State. 
 
ACTION: Call Governor Jay Inslee, 360-902-4111 or fax 360-753-4110 and implore him to to extend 
unemployment benefits to those federal workers who are forced to work, but not being paid. 
Script: My name is ____________, a member of Olympia Indivisible and I'm calling to implore Governor Inslee to 
extend unemployment benefits to “essential” federal workers, who are being forced to do labor, for which they are 
not being paid. This is, by all definitions, slavery. It is illegal and immoral. And while we, the voters of Washington 
State cannot prevent the federal government from engaging in this illegal activity, we can do our part to minimize 
the damage being done. At least unemployment insurance will provide a small degree of aid for these innocent 
victims of Trump's vicious political grand-standing. 
 
 

 

Washington State Legislature Is In Session 

Here is a listing of bills and public hearings for the week of 01/21/19. To attend, go to the hearing and sign in. To 
comment, click the bill links below for each of these bills. It's fast, easy and IMPORTANT! 

  

1/21/19 Monday 

Gun Safety 
Hearing Rm 4 J.A. Cherberg Building           
Senate Committee on Law & Justice at 1/21/19 10:00 AM 
Bills to Support: 
SB 5062, Concerning high capacity magazines. Requested by Attorney General 
SB 5174  Concealed pistol training 
SB 5143  Domestic violence/firearms 
SB 5061  Undetectable firearms 
  

Housing 
Hearing Rm 2J.A. Cherberg Building 
Senate Committee on Housing Stability & Affordability 1/21/19 at 1:30 PM 
Bills to Support: 
SB 5025 Creating sales and use and excise tax exemptions for self-help housing development. 
  

Environment 
Hearing Rm B John L. O'Brien Building 
House Environment & Energy 1/21/19 at 1:30 PM 
Bills to Support: 
HB 1126 - Enabling electric utilities to prepare for the distributed energy future. 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/business/networth/article/Newsom-at-odds-with-U-S-government-over-13545890.php
https://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=5062&year=2019&initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=5174&year=2019&initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=5143&year=2019&initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/dlr/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=5061&year=2019&initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?billnumber=5025&year=2019&initiative=False%20
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1126&Year=2019&Initiative=false


HB 1205 - Reducing pollution from plastic bags by establishing minimum state standards for the use of 
bags at retail establishments. (If measure is referred to committee.) 
HB 1226 - Encouraging investment in and reducing the costs of transitioning to the clean energy future. 
(If measure is referred to committee.) 
  

Criminal Justice 
   Hearing Rm A John L. O'Brien Building 

House Committee on Appropriations  1/21/19 at 3:30 PM 
Bills to Support: 

   HB 1064 (companion to SB 5029) I-940 Implementation 
 

 

  

1/22/19 Tuesday 

Education 
Hearing Rm 2 J.A. Cherberg Building 
Senate Committee on Higher Education & Workforce Development  1/22/19 at 1:30 PM 
Bills to Support: 
SB 5327 - Expanding career connected learning opportunities. 
SB 5393 - Establishing a statewide free college program by changing the state need grant to the 

Washington college promise scholarship.    
 

Environment  
Hearing Rm B John L. O'Brien Building 
House Committee on Environment & Energy 1/22/19 at 3:30 PM 
Bills to Support: 
HB 1211 - Supporting Washington's clean energy economy and transitioning to a clean, affordable, and 
reliable energy future. (If measure is referred to committee.) 
 

1/23/19 Wednesday  

Democracy 
Hearing Rm 2 J.A. Cherberg Building 
Senate Committee on State Government, Tribal Relations & Elections 1/23/19 at 8:00 AM 
Bills to Support: 
SB 5079 - Enacting the Native American voting rights act of Washington. 
SB 5013 - Concerning the appointment of religious coordinators. 
SB 5266 - Concerning timely elections for governing body members in jurisdictions modifying districting 
plans under the Washington voting rights act. 
SB 5033 - Concerning employment after public service in state government. 
 

Democracy  
House Hearing Rm E John L. O'Brien Building 
House Committee on State Government & Tribal Relations 1/23/19 at 1:30 PM 
Bills to Support:  
HB 1145 - Concerning Washington child care access for resident employees of the state. 
Establishes the Washington CARES act. Requires the office of financial management to: (1) Consult with 
the child care collaborative task force to modify the task force's model policy for a bring your infant to 
work program as appropriate for implementation at state agencies 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1205&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1226&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?billnumber=1064&year=2019&initiative=False%20
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5327&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5393&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1211&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5079&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5013&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5266&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5033&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1145&Year=2019&Initiative=false


HB 1190 - Eliminating gender-based barriers from elections for state and county political party positions. 
HB 1339 - Enacting the Native American voting rights act of Washington. 

  

1/24/19 Thursday 

Environment  
House Hearing Rm B John L. O'Brien Building 
House Committee on Environment & Energy 1/24/19 at 8:00 AM 
Bills to Support:  
HB 1143 - Requiring notification of the discharge or use of firefighting foam containing certain 

chemicals. 

HB 1194 - Preventing toxic pollution that affects public health or the environment.  
 

Environment 
Senate Hearing Rm 1 J.A. Cherberg Building 
Senate Committee on Environment, Energy & Technology 1/24/19 at 10:00 AM   
Bills to Support:  
SB 5426 - Reducing greenhouse gas emissions from hydrofluorocarbons. (If measure is referred to 
committee.) 
 SB 5323 - Reducing pollution from plastic bags by establishing minimum state standards for the 
use of bags at retail establishments.  
SB 5077 - Prohibiting single-use plastic straws. 
SB 5397 - Concerning the responsible management of plastic packaging. 
SB 5093 - Enhancing litter control along state highways. 
 

 
 
January 25 Friday 6-8:00 pm  

Olympia Indivisible Members TGIF Gathering! 

Time for more genius ideas! RJ’s Gourmet Grill 318 4th Ave E Olympia 
 
 

January 29 Tuesday 6:45-8:45  

OI ALL-MEMBER MEETING 
Thurston County Courthouse, 2000 Lakeridge Drive, Bldg 1, Room 152 
This is The Big One! The most important meeting of 2019! We are ready to introduce you to a whole new future! 
Plan on attending this crucial All-Member kick-off meeting on January 29. We will be rolling out The Big Plan for 
2019 AND getting the teams in place who will Make It All Happen. 
Save the date, put this on your calendar now and RSVP at olyindirsvp@gmail.com 

 
   

February 20 Wednesday 8:30 am 

Thurston Conservation District hearing rescheduled  

The Washington State Conservation Commission (WSCC) has determined a new date to hold the Thurston 

Conservation District hearing. WSCC has rescheduled the hearing for Wednesday, February 20, 2019 beginning at 

8:30 am. A location has not yet been determined. We will post an update with location information as soon as a 

venue is secured. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1190&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1339&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1143&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1194&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5426&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5323&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5077&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5397&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5093&Year=2019&Initiative=false
mailto:olyindirsvp@gmail.com


SOURCE: https://scc.wa.gov/tcd-

072018/?fbclid=IwAR2zPa04K6ac8NkhXp3bDnmI2k67o1dYTUSdv_5XZFHszK5IbGTxT3MnHWA 
 

https://scc.wa.gov/tcd-072018/?fbclid=IwAR2zPa04K6ac8NkhXp3bDnmI2k67o1dYTUSdv_5XZFHszK5IbGTxT3MnHWA
https://scc.wa.gov/tcd-072018/?fbclid=IwAR2zPa04K6ac8NkhXp3bDnmI2k67o1dYTUSdv_5XZFHszK5IbGTxT3MnHWA

