RESEARCH REPORT FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 24, 2017


We may all enjoy reading the following article from the New Yorker:  
The Trump Resistance: A Progress Report


1. Health Care – New House Republican Plan

Summary
· New House Republican plan:  NYT reported that the White House, eager for a victory in Trump’s first 100 days, is pushing to revive the ACA repeal bill with a vote next week. House leadership and the WH have been searching for a version of their repeal bill that would meet the needs of enough moderates and Freedom Caucus conservatives to pass out of the House. 
· NYT - WH Officials, Craving Progress, Push Revised Health Bill
· NPR - New GOP Health Proposal Could Ditch Protections For People Who Are Sick
· WaPo - Health insurers asked Trump admin for reassurance on Obamacare. They didn’t get it.

Talking Points
· The latest version of the repeal bill would maintain the ACA’s essential health benefits, required coverage for pre-existing conditions (community rating) and maintaining coverage for youths until they are 26. But it would provide a waiver option for states regarding these provisions if they set up a high-risk pool. States would have to either lower premium costs, increase the number of those covered, “advance the benefit to the public interest” of the state. 
· If a state took the option, health plans could charge sick people far more for insurance, making it unaffordable, and offer plans with far less coverage. While such states would have to set up high-risk pools, the bill does not provide the funding support to make them work. Past state pools and the ACA transition pool all ran out of funding so quickly that the pools did not provide promised coverage, leaving those with pre-existing conditions without coverage. Waiver states could also eliminate the essential health benefits included in the ACA.
· House Republicans still appear not to have the votes to move the bill, although they are close. The White House is pushing for a vote Wednesday, April 26. 
· New amendment to the previous Republican bill has not been made publicly available as of early Saturday.

Our Members of Congress
· All of our MoCs are opposed to repealing the ACA.

To Do:
· Kudos to Denny Heck:  @RepDennyHeck – Thanks for standing against TrumpCare.
To Do from the National Indivisible Group

Zombie TrumpCare: Trump just won’t let this one die, as it should. Humiliated by the failure of the House to bring his TrumpCare bill for a vote, Donald Trump is still demanding that Congress pass his ACA repeal bill. But as the White House and congressional Republicans continue to make changes to their TrumpCare bill, they’ve only managed to make it worse. What hasn’t changed is the devastation the bill will cause: at least 24 million Americans would lose their coverage, premiums would increase, and people with pre-existing conditions could face astronomical premiums.
That’s why it’s critical that your Representative continue to hear from your group. Tell them that you don’t want them wasting any more time on TrumpCare. 

For additional resources and talking points, see our “Obamacare is the law of the land” guide:
· I was glad to see that Representative Heck was not willing to cross party lines and vote for TrumpCare.  I’m afraid that Republicans will try to force Democrats to negotiate on coverage and benefits in a future replacement plan, especially in the guise of an ACA “fix.”
· Can you promise me that you won’t compromise on coverage and benefits for anyone currently eligible for the ACA?
· Will you commit to pressuring the administration to make the Affordable Care Act work so that I have access to options for coverage next year?
· Will you commit to appropriating money to fund cost sharing for those who qualify for it?
· Will you commit to funding education efforts, like advertisements, so that I know when to sign up for a new plan?
· Can you also assure me that Medicaid will remain an entitlement, and that anyone eligible will be guaranteed coverage?
· Can you assure me that funding for Medicaid won’t get cut under any replacement plan?





2. Immigration / Muslim ban 2.0 / Building the Wall

Summary and Talking Points
· Deportation force: The Washington Post reported that the Trump administration is identifying ways to assemble the “deportation force” Trump talked about in his campaign. The paper obtained an internal Department of Homeland Security (DHS) assessment that showed that DHS has already found 33,000 more detention beds to house undocumented immigrants, opened discussions with dozens of local police forces that could be empowered with enforcement authority and identified where construction of the proposed border wall could begin. DHS is considering ways to speed up the hiring of hundreds of new Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) officers.
· WaPo - Planning for Trump's deportation force
· The costs of hiring 5,000 new CBP agents and 10,000 more ICE agents, as Trump has proposed would be over $3 billion.  The Border Patrol is moving ahead with construction of a border wall prototype for $20 million that was appropriated in March, with completion of the prototype by July 22. 
· CBP also is laying the groundwork to hold immigration-court hearings through video conferences at or near US ports of entry if Mexican government agrees to house third-country immigrants awaiting adjudication in the U.S. legal system. However, the Mexican government has balked at such a procedure, related to significant jurisdictional concerns. 
From the National Indivisible Group
· Take Action for Immigrants
· This Thursday, join Indivisible and the National Immigration Law Center on Facebook Live to talk about what you can do to support immigrant families. On Thursday, April 27 at 9 PM ET/6 PM PT, join Indivisible and the National Immigration Law Center (NILC) for a Facebook Live event where we will discuss the upcoming May 1 Rise Up marches in support of immigrant families. Immigration experts will be on hand to answer your questions about Trump’s efforts to tear families apart, sanctuary cities, and how you can support immigrants. RSVP to get a reminder and other streaming options now. Submit all of your questions here or by sending an email to questions@indivisibleguide.com.
·  May 1, Rise Up
· The attacks against immigrants and refugees have been nonstop, from the Muslim ban to Trump’s mass deportation force. It’s time we rise up and show our support for the immigrants and refugees who are fighting back. That’s why we’ve teamed up with the Fair Immigration Reform Movement for Rise Up, a nation-wide action for immigrants and allies to stand together and resist. Rise up with us by attending an event near you! Any attack on immigrants is an attack on all of us. Together we can shine a light on the path to freedom and end the cruelty against immigrants and refugees.
· If you are interested in joining us to promote the Rise Up events across the country on May 1, here’s a digital toolkit to get you started.
3. 
 HR 634 – Election Assistance Commission Termination Act

Summary 
· GOP-dominated Committee on House Administration voted to abolish the only "federal agency charged with upgrading our voting systems" and "helping to protect our elections from hacking.” 
· During the same session, committee voted to abolish public financing for presidential elections by passing HR 133 Eliminating the Presidential Election Campaign Fund Act 

Talking Points
· Referred to House Committee on House Administration, then ordered to  be reported by the Yeas and Nays 6-3, 2/7/2017  
· Bill has no cosponsors  
· Common Dreams - House GOP Quietly Moves to Kill Commission Charged With Securing Elections

To do
· Phone or write to Congressman Heck to ask him to vote NO when the bill comes to the floor
· Script:  Congressman Heck, please vote NO on HR 634 and do everything you can to protect our free elections. 



4. The Environment and Climate Change

(1)  Paris Climate Accord

Summary
· There has been significant disagreement in the Trump Administration over whether the US should withdraw from the Paris climate change accords which came into force just before the November election.	
Talking Points
· The Administration plans to announce its views on the accord by late May, before a G-7 meeting in Italy.  One WH faction, including Jared Kushner, Ivanka Trump, Rex Tillerson and others recommend remaining under the accord while another faction, including EPA director Scott Pruitt, Stephen Bannon, Steven Miller and VP Pence recommend exiting. 
· Under the terms of the accord, it takes nearly four years for a nation to exit once the accord has gone into force. The actions already taken by the new administration make it unlikely that the US will meet its stated goals under the accord. 
· The Trump Administration is likely to continue actions that make meeting its stated Paris accord goal unreachable. The latest are reports that he is likely to cut off contributions the US is making to the Green Climate Fund under the accord, which supports poorer nations efforts to meet their climate goals.  Surprisingly, firms including ExxonMobil, support remaining in the accord because they argue that US firms are better positioned to compete globally if the US remains a party to the accord. 
· One possibility is that the US could lower the goal it would commit to meeting under the accord. Currently that goal is that the US would lower greenhouse gas emissions 26-28% below their 2005 levels by 2025. Note that the global goals announced as part of the accord would still be far below what would be required to keep the global average temperature from rising less than 2 degrees Centigrade.
· Since those actions were announced, China and Europe have leaders in moving to reduce carbon emissions exceeding their commitments under the accord. 

(2)  Clean Air Act

To do 
· Provide EPA with comments about revising and repealing rules of the Clean Air act
· The EPA has created a page on Regulations.gov where the public can comment on Trump’s March order instructing the EPA to review the rules of the Clean Air act and revise or repeal them. The order says it’s “the policy of the United States to alleviate unnecessary regulatory burdens placed on the American people."  As of April 22, it has already logged 4.642 comments, most of which appear to oppose repealing the air-quality regulations.  Comment examples:
· I am concerned about the rollback of EPA regulations and the negative effect this will have on our earth. We have made such progress in the past decade or two, and I am fearful of how this deregulation will effect all aspects of a clean environment. I am asking that the regulations stay in place. We need to put planet Earth first, ahead of corporate interests.
· I am vehemently against rolling back any Climate Change regulations at the EPA. The renewables industry employs many more Americans than the fossil fuel industry. Rolling back the regulations as proposed by Donald Trump will hurt American jobs.
· The agency will also hold a teleconference from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. ET on April 24 — members of the public will have the opportunity to weigh in. You can find more information on the EPA's regulatory reform process on its website.



5. Washington ESHB 2200 - Protecting the privacy and security of internet users.

Summary
· The President recently signed a measure dismantling landmark internet privacy protections for consumers in the first decisive strike against telecommunications and technology regulations created during the Obama administration.  The move means Verizon, Comcast or AT&T can continue tracking and sharing people’s browsing and app activity without permission, with more power to collect data on people and sell sensitive information.
· The Washington state House of Representatives passed ESHB 2200 on April 19, with a vote of 89-10.  The bill was read into the Senate on April 21.
· Sea Times - WA state lawmakers move to secure internet privacy

Talking Points
· ESHB 2200 states the following:
· Except with the opt-in approval of the customer, a Broadband Internet Access Service provider may not: 
· Sell or transfer customer proprietary information; or
· Send or display to a customer an advertisement selected to be sent or displayed based on the customer's proprietary information. 
Our Washington State Senator
· The Washington state Senator for Legislative District 22 is Sam Hunt.
To do
· Ask Senator Sam Hunt to support ESHB 2200
· Contact information – Olympia Office - 405 Legislative Building - PO Box 40422 -Olympia, WA 98504 - (360) 786 - 7642 
· Link to Send an Email to Senator Sam Hunt




6. The Budget, Government Shutdown and the Debt Ceiling

Summary and Talking Points
· Short-Term Budget Bill 
· Under pressure from Trump to achieve success before he is in office 100 days, with the short-term bill, the WH has requested $33 billion in new defense and border spending and $18 billion in cuts to other priorities, including over $7 billion in cuts from labor, health and education programs, as well as cuts to the NIH and FEMA. 
· Senate Democrats have said they would not vote for these short-term budget items. A bill must be passed by April 28 to avoid government shut-down. The bill would require 60 votes to come to a final vote.  Democrats may support more military spending and possibly new technology for border security, but wall funding or cutting Planned Parenthood are untenable. Congressional leadership does not want a shutdown. 
· Debt Limit 
· The current limit on legal borrowing expired March 15.  Treasury secretary Mnuchin informed Congress that his is using extraordinary measures to keep the US from exceeding its legal debt limit. These measures will be exhausted in the fall, when a large payment to the military retirement trust fund is due. If tax revenues are lower than projected, that date could come sooner. It is reported that Mnuchin wants a clean debt limit bill to be passed by Congress, but that OMB director Mick Mulvaney wants to use the debt limit to pressure Congress to approve key elements of the Trump budget.

To do from the National Indivisible Group
· When your MoCs come back to Washington next week, they will have to pass a stopgap funding bill, known as a “CR” (Continuing Resolution), to fund the government past April 28. But with his 100-day report card looming on that same day, Trump is desperate for any legislative win he can get—so much so that his cronies in Congress may be willing to risk a government shutdown by including unpopular policy riders in the funding bill, such as: 
· Defunding of ACA subsidies that millions of Americans rely on 
· Defunding Planned Parenthood and other family planning initiatives 
· Additional funding for Trump’s mass deportation force, including his border wall, detention facilities, and more ICE agents
· Restricting federal funding for cities that take up sanctuary policies 
· Defunding the EPA and other climate protection programs 
· Ask your MoC not to risk a shutdown and to oppose policy riders in any CR.
· The other big thing out there is the need to pass a bill extending government spending by April 28, only 3 days after members return. Democrats are using the leverage they have on this to set conditions for their cooperation, because Freedom Caucus likely won’t cooperate.



7. Russia

Summary
· Connections between the Trump campaign and Russian interference in our election continue to be unearthed.  Links to Russia have included Carter Page,  Paul Manafort, Roger Stone, Michael Flynn, Michael Cohen, Jared Kushner, and Jeff Sessions, among others.
· ABC - Russia tried to use advisers to infiltrate Trump campaign, report says

Talking Points
· Mike Conaway (TX), who is leading the House Intelligence Committee inquiry into Russian interference in the election, said he doubts that Trump associates colluded with the Russians, though he has seen little evidence of any kind yet. Also, House Intelligence Committee members and staff have said that the information reviewed by Nunes does not reveal any misconduct by Susan Rice, former NSA under President Obama. They said there is no evidence that any unmasking of Americans in intercepted communications with Russians or others was inappropriate or was misused. This was in sharp contrast to the story Nunes told in a number of separate press conferences. 
· The NYT reported that it was Carter Page’s visit to Moscow in the summer of 2016 that led the FBI to investigate possible Russian involvement in the election campaign. 
· NYT - Trump Adviser’s Visit to Moscow Got the FBI's Attention
· Rachel Maddow reported that Mike Quigley, Democratic member of the House Intelligence committee, went to Cyprus to talk to their banking officials about Paul Manafort, the Bank of Cyprus and the alleged money-laundering in which he was involved.
· There have been press reports stating that the FBI now has a 40-person group working in DC on the Russian election hacking investigation. 
· Kremlin think tank report: Reuters reported that a Russian government think tank, the Russian Institute for Strategic Studies, controlled by Putin developed a plan to swing the US presidential election to Trump and to undermine voters’ faith in the US electoral system. 
· Reuters - Putin-linked think tank drew up plan to sway 2016 US election
· The first document (June 2016) recommended a propaganda campaign on social media and Russian news outlets. The second document (October 2016) argued that it was better to focus on messaging on voter fraud and work to undermine the legitimacy of the US electoral system to undermine a Clinton presidency. 
· The officials said that hacking of Democratic Party emails was a covert intelligence operation run separately out of the Kremlin. Meanwhile, the documents describe efforts that resulted in planted stories on social media using bots, Russian hackers and hired US hackers.


8. Help Elect Manka Dinghra for Washington State Senate District 45

Summary
· Denny Heck suggested that we can make a difference by channeling progressive resources to winnable races in several state and federal elections.  One is helping to elect Manka Dinghra for the Washington State Senate District 45.  A win would mean that the Democrats would have a true majority in the WA State Senate.
· SDP Dossier for Manka Dhingra
· Manka's Election Website

To Do (from the Sister District team)
· Sign up here to volunteer for SDP activities in support of Manka, and let us know which activities you’re interested in: phone-banking, fundraising, postcard writing, and canvassing/traveling to the district.
· Join the Sister District Facebook group for your Sister Race.
· We’re also coordinating closely with Manka’s campaign team, which will also reach out to you for next steps on phone-bank parties and canvassing, if you indicate your interest in those activities.  We’ve prepared a Sister Race Orientation Guide for you that explains this information in more detail.
· Let us know you’re in.
· Donate to kick start Sister District’s support of Manka’s campaign. We suggest $20.17, but no amount is too small. Please follow this link to donate, and we’ll keep you updated on the progress of building this early war chest! All of your donations will go directly to the candidate, not to us at SDP.
· Commit to volunteering at least once before November. Fill out this quick form to let us know what you’re interested in doing (e.g. phone-banking, canvassing, postcards, etc.), and we’ll reach out to you soon with more details.
· Mark your calendar to meet Manka and attend the Sister District volunteer orientation training on Saturday, May 13 from 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm at Phinney Neighborhood Association in Seattle. And if you’re not local, this will be recorded so you can watch it later!
· Boost the signal.
· Follow Manka on Facebook and Twitter. 
· Show your support of Manka by sharing this announcement on your social media. Tag Manka to let her know that Sister District has her back, and to help spread the word!
· Join the Sister District for Manka Facebook group. 
· Forward this email to friends and family who might still be looking for their place in the resistance. And if you know anyone in or near the Sister Race community, reach out to let them know that you are supporting Manka, and ask them whether they’d like to learn more. 
· Learn the issues.
· Review the SDP Dossier for Manka Dhingra that we’ve prepared as a brief introduction to your Sister Race.
· Research your Sister Race’s community in and near WA-45, and share it with your other team members. You may want to set up a Google alert about Manka (and her opponents), and start checking out local periodicals.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]After you’ve taken care of the action items on the above list, mark your calendar for Tuesday, May 2 at 5:30 pm PT for a Facebook Live Town Hall with SDP HQ. We’re excited to provide updates on what we’ve been up to, and we’re looking forward to answering questions.
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